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STATE  COUNCIL  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 
KiAIN  CAPITOL  BUILDING  ^ 
HARRISBURG,  PE2JNSYLVANIA 


January  k,  1955 


IMFORI^IATION  CIRCULAR  NO,  57 
mSDIATE  RELEASE 


GENER.U  LEGISLATIVE  REPORT  AND  PROGRAM 
Part  I 1953  Report 


1,  For  the  convenience  of  all  County  and  Local  Civil  Defense  Directors, 
a brief  sunmary  of  civil  defense  legislative  action  taken  during  the  1953  Session 
of  the  General  Assembly  is  presented  in  Paragraphs  2 through  U,  below, 

2,  The  only  civil  defense  legislation  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly 
and  approved  by  the  Governor  in  1953  was  Act  No,  266,  approved  July  29,  1953« 

This  legislation,  introduced  as  House  Bill  No,  191 ^ amended  the  State  Council  of 
Civil  Defense  Act  of  1951,  P.L,  28,  as  indicated  below, 

(a)  Subsections  (d)  and  (e)  of  Section  5 of  the  Act,  which  grants 
the  State  Council  authority  to  create  and  establish  special 
Mobile  Support  Units,  were  repealed. 

The  repealed  Subsection  (d)  read  as  follows:  "INhenever  a Mobile 

Support  Unit  of  another  state  shall  render  aid  in  this  State 
pursuant  to  the  orders  of  the  Governor  of  its  hone  state  and  upon 
the  request  of  the  Governor  of  this  State,  the  personnel  thereof 
shall  have  the  powers,  duties,  rights,  privileges  and  immunities 
of  civil  defense  employes  of  this  State,  except  compensation,  and 
this  State  shall  reimburse  such  other  state  for  the  compensation 
paid  and  actual  and  necessary  travel,  subsistence  and  maintenance 
expenses  of  the  personnel  of  such  Mobile  Support  Units  while 
rendering  such  aid  and  for  all  payments  for  death,  disability  or 
injury  of  such  personnel  incurred  in  the  course  of  rendering  such 
aid  and  for  all  If^sses  of  or  dan:age  to  supplies  and  equipment  of 
such  other  state  or  a political  subdivision  thereof  resulting 
from  the  rendering  of  such  aid:  Provided,  That  the  laws  of  such 

other  state  contain  provisions  substantially  similar  to  this 
eection". 

The  repealed  Subsection  (e)  read  as  follows:  "No  personnel  of 

Mobile  Support  Units  of  this  State  shall  be  ordered  by  the 
Governor  to  operate  in  any  other  state  unless  the  la’ws  of  such 
other  state  contain  provisions  substantially  similar  to  this 
section", 

(B)  Section  11  of  the  Act  was  amended  by  addition  of  the  underlined 
wording  and  now  reads; 

"Immunity, Neither  the  State  nor  any  political  subdivision 
thereof  nor  other  agencies  nor,  except  in  cases  of  wilful  mis- 
conduct, the  agents,  employes  or  representatives  of  any  of  them 
engaged  in  any  civil  defense  activities,  while  complying  v/ith 
or  attempting  to  comply  with  this  act  or  any  rule  or  regulation 
prom^ulgated  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be 
liable  for  the  death  of  or  any  injury  to  persons  or  damage  to 
property  as  a result  of  such  activity.  The  provisions  of  this 
section  shall  not  affect  the  right  of  any  person  to  receive 
benefits  to  which  he  would  otherwise  be  entitled  under  this  act 
or  under  the  Workmen’s  Compensation  Law  or  under  any  pension  law, 
nor  the  right  of  any  such  person  to  receive  any  benefits  or  com- 
pensation under  any  act  of  Ccnoress, 


» 


* »» 


Any  person  owning;  or  controllinj^  real  estate  or  other  prernisGS, 
who  voluntarily  and  without  compensation  grants  a license  or 
privilege  or  otherwise  permits  the  desi.e;nation  or  use  of  the 
whole  or  any  part  or  parts  of  such  real  estate  or  premises  for 
any  civil  defense  purpose,  shall,  together  with  his  successors 
in  interest,  if  any,  not  be  civilly  liable  for  negligently 
causing  the  death  or  in, jury  or  loss  or  damage  of  the  property 
of  any  person  who  shall  be  upon  such  real  estate  or  other 
premises  for  any  such  purpose," 

All  County  Civil  Defense  Directors  have  been  furnished,  with  their  advance  copies 
of  this  circular,  two  (2)  certified  copies  of  Act  No,  266  for  use  as  may  be 
officially  required, 

3*  Senate  Bill  No.  410,  which  would  have  made  the  State  Council  of 
Civil  Defense  "a  departmental  administrative  board  within  the  Department  of 
Military  Affairs",  was  passed  by  both  House  and  Senate,  but  was  vetoed  by  the 
Governor, 

4.  The  following  additional  bills  were  introduced  into  the  General 
Assembly,  but  failed  of  enactment; 

(a)  House  Bill  No,  1642,  This  would  have  authorized  County  and  Local 
Civil  Defense  Directors  to  purchase,  rent  or  requisition  emergency 
equipment,  materials  and  supplies  and  facilities  in  the  name  of 
the  Commonwealth, 

(B)  Senate  Bill  No,  781.  This  would  have  required  the  inclusion  of 
air  raid  shelters  in  all  new  buildings, 

5.  Of  the  several  bills  mentioned  in  Paragraphs  2 through  k,  above, 
only  Act  No,  266  carried  the  "endorsement"  of  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense, 

6.  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  "approved  in  principle"  the 
enactment  of  legislation  which  would  provide  death  and  injury  compensation  for 
civil  defense  workers  undergoing  training  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  actual  war 
(Paragraph  1(b)  of  Information  Circular  No,  28,  dated  August  20,  1952),  Un- 
fortunately, however,  efforts  to  draft  practical  legislation  which  would  provide 
the  desired  coverage  failed.  Consequently,  no  such  legislation  was  introduced 
into  the  1953  Session  of  the  General  Assembly, 


Part  II  - 1955  Program 


7.  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense,  in  cooperation  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  and  Industry,  is  continuing  its  efforts  to  draw  practical  legis- 
lation which  will  provide  death  and  injury  compensation  for  civil  defense  workers 
undergoing  training  and  engaged  in  test  operations.  If  these  are  successful,  such 
legislation  will  be  introduced  into  the  1955  Session  of  the  General  Assembly, 

8.  As  an  aid  in  the  development  of  a sound  legislative  program  for 
1955j  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  will  welcome  receipt  of  suggestions 
covering  amendments  designed  to  improve  current  civil  defense  statutes.  County 
and  Local  Civil  Defense  Directors  should  forward  all  such  suggestions  to  the 
State  Director  of  Civil  Defense  not  later  than  February  1,  1955, 


9,  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  periodically  v;ill  inform  County 
and  Local  Civil  Defense  Directors  of  the  status  of  all  civil  defense  legislation 
introduced  into  the  1955  Session  of  the  General  Assembly. 
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Richard  Gerstell 
Director  of  Civil  Defense 
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